ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH ORIGINS OF THE CHURCH INSIDE THE CHURCH
LLANFIHANGEL-AR-ARTH

The site of the Church is older There are many

than the Church itself—
probably Celtic, of the Iron Age.
The site may have been a place
of worship for the Celts.

important and historical
objects inside the
Church.

We think this because of the 6. Find the following:

Church’s name and because of
two sacred inscribed stones

i) Stained glass

windows

(ancient monuments) kept in the
ii) A plaque to a pilot

who died in World
War 2

"

Church. One is a Roman grave-
stone from the 5th century - the
other is a ‘Celtic’ stone, possibly
an altar stone or coffin lid that

hurch of
Llanfihangel-ar-arth parish and village.

The name of the parish and village comes from iii) A plaque mentioning

the name of this Church, which is the parish
church—‘Llanfihangel’ means that there is a

was thrown out in the 11th ‘South America’

century by the Normans. iv) The names of Vicars of Llanfihangel-ar-arth and

religious enclosure, or Church, of St Mihangel The Church was built in the Pencader
(Michael) and ‘ar-arth’ most likely means that it 13th century so is medieval. Extensions were
is on a hill. 1. Can you see why? built in the 16th and 19th centuries.

The name shows the Church is very old—it’s a
Grade II* listed building, meaning it’s a building
‘of special interest,” which should be preserved.

3. Can you find the sacred

> OWEN JONES
stones: GRIFFIN JONES
1669 MAURICE MEREDITH
DAVID PARRY
JOHN COBNER

_ , _ ) _ 4. (i) Which is the Roman B R e
2. (i) Why is St Michael’s Church important? METHUSALEM WILLIAMS ¥
h de that shows how old stone? oA WAk \ IS
ii) What can you see outside that shows how old it . . . WARDS : T2
(i) % (ii) What was it used for? B alos ) /&

is? (iii) How old do you think the Church is?

JOHN THOMAS HUCHES
DANIEL EVANS

. L . JOHN O
5. (i) Which is the Celtic stone? 4 GUY MAXWELL IYON EVANS
L . JOHN HUGH ALEXANDER JAMES
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MODERN HISTORY OF ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, LLANFIHANGEL-AR-ARTH

Christianity was brought here by the Romans.
The Church was very important in society—as a
Parish Church, St Michael’s Church was central in
this parish. Churches cared for the poor until
Henry VIII got rid of the Monasteries.
‘Vagabonds’ were punished and the poor sent to
the hated Workhouses by the Victorian period.

The Rebecca Riots were when farmers
destroyed tollgates in West Wales. They suffered
from poverty and feared the workhouses as they
couldn’t afford to pay at tollgates on the roads.
‘Rebecca‘ comes from the Bible: Genesis 24:60.

The riots came to Llanfihangel-ar-arth in 1843,
when threatening letters were sent by ‘Eliza’. 150
men gathered at night (in women'’s clothes or
with disguised faces) to destroy the Llanfihangel
tollgate. They later joined the 2000 who stormed
the Carmarthen Workhouse—the army had to be
sent to control the riots in Carmarthen.

7. What is a: (i) vagabond? (ii) tollgate?
(iii) workhouse?

The Treachery of the Blue Books was an 1847
report on education in Wales. It was called a
‘treachery’ because the English authorities insult-
ed the Welsh language and Welsh women. 8. Why?

The Vicar Enoch James wrote to them that poverty
was to blame for poor education, and that only
Sunday Schools educated the children.

Sarah Jacob went to the Church school. Born to
Evan and Hannah Jacob of Llethrneuadd Uchaf in
1857, she was famous as the Welsh Fasting Girl.

In 1867, she said she had stopped eating.
Reverend Evan Jones visited her and she joined
the Church. He was soon convinced that she was a
miracle. He wrote a letter to the newspapers to
invite medical men to study her. These doctors put
a 24-hour watch on Sarah and she soon died, in
1869. She claimed she hadn’t eaten for 113 weeks.

Her parents went to jail for manslaughter (her
father for 12 months; her mother for 6 months.)
The family are buried in the church graveyard.

9. Why did they believe she didn’t eat or drink?

Pencader Railway was built in 1864 and
Llanfihangel Railway in 1869—Rev. Evan Jones
partly blamed the railway for Sarah Jacob’s death,
as it spread news of her ‘miracle’ condition.
However, the railways brought work and money to
the area—there were shops in Llanfihangel-ar-arth
village and woollen mills and factories in the area.
When the railways closed, men had to go work in
South Wales industries, in coal mines.

Local men also had to go to war. 17 young men
killed in World War 1 are remembered on
Pencader Memorial, and 4 men killed in World
War 2. A plaque in St Michael’s Church remembers
a pilot killed in World War 2:

1939 % 1945,
TO THE CLORY OF COD AND IN HONOURED MEMORY OF
SERGEANT PILOT IEUAN TOM JAMES. RAE
A FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THIS CHURCH,

SON OF DAVID AND RACHEL JAMES. DYFFRYN.
WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE,

197 JANUARY 1942, AGED 27 YEARS.

AC NID EDWYN NEB El FEDD EF HYD Y DYDD HWN.

DAL XX &

ERECTED BY THE LLANFIHANCEL -AR-ARTH COMFORTS COMMITTEE. |
ON BEHALF OF THE LOCAL RESIDENTS. \

A proper school for Llanfihangel-ar-arth was built

in 1864. It had room for 105 children—extensions
were added later. Its centenary was celebrated in
1964—soon after, Cymdeithas yr laith campaigned
against the council’s plans to close it. It was finally
closed in 2003 and is now the village hall.
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